Packing Tips*
· Use a rigid box with flaps intact. 

· Choose the size of the box according to its content. Under-filled boxes are likely to collapse, overloaded ones may burst. 

· Always use high quality materials for your package. Consider strength, cushioning, and durability. 

· Wrap all contained items separately. 

· Put goods in the centre of a package ensuring they don't touch the sides. Your item should be well cushioned on all sides. 

· Make use of cushioning materials, especially to stop your packages contents from moving. 

· Use strapping, when suitable alternatively use strong tape designed for shipping. 

· When re-using a box remove all old labels including any old hazardous materials indicators. 

· Ensure liquids are stored in leak-free containers, packed with a lightweight, strong, internal material (for example, Styrofoam) and sealed with a plastic bag. Always remember that bad packaging may cause damage to other items. 

· Place powders in strong plastic bags, securely sealed and then packed in a rigid box. 

· Use "arrow-up" labels for non-solid materials. 

· Repack your items properly. Many goods are sold in the original manufacturers packaging which although acceptable for palletized multi freight movements, may not be suitable for carriage by courier. 

· Always pack small items in Midnite Express Fast Packs 

· Protect your data discs, audio and videotapes with soft cushioning material around each item. 

· Complete the address label clearly and completely. Use capital letters when handwriting labels to improve legibility.
· Do not use bags made of fabric or cloth.
· Do not use standard sellotape to seal your parcel.
· Do not consider "Fragile" and "Handle with care" labels as a substitute for careful packaging. They are only appropriate for information purposes. 

For small lightweight items Midnite Express Intl has developed ready-to-use ‘Fast Packs’. These are available free of charge.

It is important when using ‘Fast Packs’ that items are still adequately packed for protection.
* Please note that Midnite Express Intl. will accept no liability for the packaging advice that it provides. In accordance with the Midnite Express Intl standard trading conditions the client remains responsible for ensuring packaging and labelling is adequate for transportation.

Internal Packaging*
Provide Internal Protection*
It's important that you cushion the contents of your package properly. Please be sure that you wrap each item separately. Fragile articles need both suitable separation from each other and clearance from the corners and sides of the box. It is recommended that you leave a space of at least 5cm between the outer container and the product inside. This space should be filled with internal protection of some type. The following are the most common purpose-made products to be found on the market:

Polyethylene Bubble Wrap* 

Made of air pockets distributed on a plastic film. 

Designed to protect and cushion lightweight items from shock, vibration and abrasion. 

Used in multiple wraps and layers to ensure that the item is completely protected, especially on corners and edges. 

Polyethylene Foam*
For wrapping delicate items where a soft non-abrasive and lightweight cushioning material is required. 


Inflatable packaging (air pockets)* 

Used primarily as void-fill materials for lightweight items. 

Not recommended for items with sharp corners or edges. 


Loose fill polystyrene*
Used as a void filling material of cases and containers, for lightweight items. 

Overfill the box with these ‘peanuts’, gently close the flaps, and seal securely 

Do not use with flat or narrow products that may move to the edge or bottom of the carton in transit 

Due to the shifting and settling properties of ‘peanuts’, it is recommended that a minimum of three inches of cushioning be used around the contents 


Engineered foam enclosures* 

Materials may include expanded polystyrene, polyethylene, polypropylene or copolymers 

Enclosures should be pre-engineered for specific products 


Foam-in-Place (a foam, sprayed into the box or mixed in packets, that expands and forms a protective mould around contents)*
Foam-in-Place is formed by a chemical mixture that expands and forms a protective mould around contents. 

The foam forms a mould around any product, supports corners and protects edges. 


Corrugated paper rolls and inserts* 

May be added to the package to increase strength and improve package performance 

Cushion wrap* 

A single faced corrugated paper coated with cohesive. 

Ideal for packing of books, CD's, videos etc. 

These packaging methods will protect your items from product-against-product damage and shield them from the shock and vibration that can be transmitted from the exterior of the box to its contents in transit. Make sure you use enough cushioning material to ensure that the contents do not move when you shake the container.

Note: Fragile objects such as electronics, glass and ceramics require special packaging with added cushioning and/or a double box for safe carriage.

Liquids*
Many liquid containers are not designed to endure the transit process, which includes sorting impact, over-the-road vibration and other kinds of package handling situations. The original manufacturers package is usually designed for carriage on pallets, not single-piece consignments. All liquid containers must be securely sealed in order to avoid leaks. Wrap the containers in an impermeable material and add sufficient absorbent material to absorb the liquid in case of breakage. Bottles should be separated using cushioning materials such as foam or corrugated cardboard to prevent them touching each other and sealed in a plastic bag to avoid damaging surrounding parcels.

* Please note that Midnite Express Intl will accept no liability for the packaging advice that it provides. In accordance with the Midnite Express Intl standard trading conditions the customer remains responsible for ensuring packaging and labelling is adequate for transportation.

Professional Packing*
Midnite Express Intl can also obtain professional packing on your behalf. Professional packing is offered at a surcharge which is subject to the dimensions and contents of your Shipment. 

*All items tendered for professional packing will incur a 24hr delay in shipping. 
Volumetric Weight - How to Measure Your Parcel Size
It is recommended that you calculate the Volumetric Weight for every parcel that you send then compare this to its actual weight. The greater weight of the two is used to calculate the price that we charge you.

Volumetric Weight is calculated using the formula below:

Length X Width X Height divided by 6000 = Volumetric Weight.
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i.e. Package weights 5kgs however Length = 35cm, Width = 40cm and Height = 55cm therefore

35 x 40 x 55 divided by 6000 = 12.83

The chargeable weight of your consignment would be 12.83kgs

If you have any questions regarding these guidelines or would like a quotation for professional packing please contact one of our customer service co-ordinators or you dedicated sales member.

* Please note that Midnite Express Intl will accept no liability for the packaging advice that it provides. In accordance with the Midnite Express Intl standard trading conditions the customer remains responsible for ensuring packaging and labelling is adequate for transportation.
